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Ship Called CIA Raider
eing Repainte

d Here

of the crew s&pcak Inglsh but,
except for thiev Americans, ap-

The Rex, converted World War
II Navy pairol boat that Fidel
Castro claimed is one of the
Ceniral  Intelligence  Agency's
aiders,” 18 bemg reconditioned
and  repainted  at  Jacksonwille
Shipvards., Inc

The 173-foot vessel's bottom s
being scraped today in prepara-
tonr  for painting. A shipyard
offici2l said the work to be done
incwades reconditioning sea valves
and sea chests, miscellancous
hottom  work. general cleaning
aud painting and inspection of a
propeller drive shaft which has
beglt causing “‘some  vibraton.”

The official sald the ship has
~viered no damage to her pro-|
wlhiers and the drive shaft trouble
probably stems from wear rather
than from an accident. The re-|
. condhtioning work, described as
‘routine annual drydocking,” be-
1 gan yesterday and Is expected to
lbe tinished by early next week.

der Brown, returned to Miami
! sumn after she entered the ship-.
¢ yard. Several other members of

i The vessel’s captain, Alexan-

ear to be from Spanish speak-
hg countrics. No one voluunteered
ny wformation, he said.

Brown--the ship's captain —
|s described as In his mid-40s and
b recently retired U.S. Coast-
Euardinan ﬁom the West Coast,

The Rex, s'ald to have heen
at one time ‘g member of the
Navy's rescrve fleet at Green
Cove Springs, has heen into the
local shipyard periodically since
she was sold to private inier-
ests. On her last previous vislt
here repalrs were made to a
damaged propeller,

The Rex and another vessel
pperated., by~ Sea Koy, the Olga

( Patricia. aro satd to be able to
entet and leave the port of Jack-
sonvide without the usual man-
dawry US Customs check -of a
foreign (lag vessel and crew.
Now carrying Nicaraguan reg-
istry, the Rex is & i{win-screw
vessel, equipped with two 3,600-
horsepower diesel engines and,
while not designed. for great
speed. can make 20 knots. .
“Jane's Fighting 8hips,” the
authoritative reference work on
military vessels throughout the
world. lists the vessel as one of
four ships launched between 1941

The vessels were reclassified as
patrol vessels in 1955.
Originally, the Navy had about
15 ships such as the Rex. Some
'were sold to commercial shipping
‘companies some were loaned to

ithe Alr Force and one is now -

. being used to train naval reserv.
‘ists at Pearl Harbor.

i The vessel has a 23-foot beam,
,displaces 280 tons (450 tons when
yloaded) and earried a crew of 80
.when participating in war opera-

{ thons..

and 1944 as submarine chasers. -

© lier 15-man crew left Jackson-
ville yesterday for unannounced
destinations,

Crew members yesterday sald
s vessel has been used for
graphic and fisheries re-}
hoin South Atlantic and;

disouss the Rex’s mission further. |

e crewman sald members of
{.. ship's ¢rew have been ad-!
vi=rd that J. A. ‘Belcher, owner'
of S a Kcy Shipping Co. of Mi-|

Cied that no further publicity be
on e Rex.

newher last week denied that
tre craft was used in raids in
crna and sald  that she was
rosedd {or a yoar to Colling Ra-
o Co. f Texas.

A ocal  resident who went
corare ahe Rex efter its arrival
?*' oo &ataeday afternoon sald he

cn ace hmz unusual about the
n 2t thal twe  deck
creee- dAesfened  to hkold  boats
wer o osmyy., The vessel s
v v ith e smiall erane sadt-

z,mzrmchn;g s‘sérﬂzﬁz

2
g

sibbean waters, but refused to‘

anw, waich operates the vessel,

FOIAb3b

CPYRGHT

ed - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00149R000100330003-5




